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On 19 November 1953, the runway of Riga-Spilve (N 56=59, E 24~04) airfield
parallel to the river was observed to have an estimated length of at least
1,5 kilometers, The southern end of the runway could not be seen, Twenty=
nine aircraft, with their noses pointing to the river, were parked in three
rows behind each other, 200 to gOO meters west of the runway. The aircraft
had swept-back wings and very high tail units, The aircraft of the eastern-
most row, which was the front row, had’cabins projecting beyond the middle
of the wings, Aside from three trucks, no personnel or motor vehicles were
observed & the fleld, No ground activity was observed, Two hangars with
their gates oriented to the east were located in'the western section of the
field about three kilometers from the ritver bank, Aircraft took off toward
the nmorth 4t intervals of 1 to 3 seconds, climbed to an altitude of about
500 meters, and then turned to the east, Since the weather was slightly
hazy, furth r air activity could mnot be observed, A total of 11 swept-wing
Jet aircraft took off from the field; their landings could not be cbserved,

On 20 November 1953, when the weather was hazy, only three single-engine
gimﬁllerrdri’vqn aircraft were observed parked on the eastern edge of the.

leld, No jet alrcraft were observed, 'The length of the runway could not
Tag e‘s”l‘:;}‘.ndzated because of poor visibility., The entire airfield could not be
observed, '

On 19 and 20 November 1953, intensive air activity by jet aircraft with
sharply swept-back wings and high tail:assemblies was observed over Riga,
Source coilld not detemine from the air activity to which airfield the
alrcraft were assigned, S
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